2go                              INSIDE U. S. A.
Tweaking the Lion's Tail
Beyond all this is still something else, the zealous anti-Britishness of so many midwest Americans. Many people who are classified as isolationists are not so at all. They are merely anti-British.
Not one American in ten thousand ever looks at the Congressional Record, and so most citizens are dulcetly unaware of some of the concrete shapes Anglophobia may take.
Fred Bradley, Congressman from Michigan, said during the debate on the British Loan (July 13, 1946): "Britain still owes us from the first World War $6,500,000,000 in principal and interest that she has not made one single move to repay . . . but she has unmined gold reserves worth at least $15,000,000,000 and $8,000,000,000 in diamond reserves." Gerard W. Landis (Indiana, July 12, 1946), said: "Why should we make this loan to Britain ? The British are by no means strapped . . . They own 1,500,000 shares in United States industries: General Motors, 434,000 shares; Radio Corporation, 177,000 shares; Amerada Petroleum, 133,000 shares; Chrysler Corporation, 36,000 shares; Standard Oil of New Jersey, 198,000 shares; Socony Vacuum Oil Co., 130,000 shares; Standard Oil of Indiana, 315,000 shares; American Telephone & Telegraph Co., 70,000 shares"; U.S. Steel Preferred, 21,000 shares."
Time and time again, during this debate, midwest senators and congressmen submitted lists showing what the loan would "cost" each county in their constituency. The figures were ingeniously worked out, down to the last alleged cent. Representative Karl Stefan of Nebraska (July12, 1946) put it this way:
Mr. Speaker, calculated upon the basis of 1940 census figures, and utilizing the accepted figures of $2,000 for the share of each individual in the Nation in the Nation's debt and $28 for each individual in the Nation as his share in what will be taken from the Nation by the proposed British loan, Nebraskans must assume $2,631,668,000 as their share of the national debt and $36,843,352 as their share of the loss to this country through the British loan.
Broken down into counties, this means:
SHARE OF                        SHARE  OF
COUNTY                     NATIONAL                          BRITISH
DEBT                                  LOAN
Adams               $49,152,000                 $687,128
Antelope              26,578,000                   371,092
Arthur                  2,090,000                    29,260
Mr. Stefan's list of counties then fills a solid column. Marion T. Bennett of Missouri proceeds further and presents a similar list subdivided by cities: